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A 
Guxvins ACCOUNT . 


OF THE 


LIFE, ROBBERIES, ſe 
TRIAL and EXECUTION, 


| William Hawke, 


Dr THE e 
FLYING. HIGHWAYMAN, 


| Who WAS executed at TyBURN, 
* Jury the FIRs r, 1774. | 


CONTAINING | - al 


His Birth and Education. His numerous Robber. | 
tries; both as a Footpad, and on the Hightay, | 
His generoſity to Perſons in Diſtreſs. 
| Flight to France, with his character of that 
' _ Country and People. His Tranſportation to 
0 - America, and quick. Return. His eſcape out 
of Tothill- fields Bridewell. His Battle with 
Captain CVuNNVIxchAA and Mr. Hnr. The 
Manner of his apprehenſion, with his wr <p 8 - I 
Refiſtance. His behaviour to his Friends, ant | 


particular Regard to his Wife. His behaviour 
under Sentence of Death 1 in Newgate, e.. 
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AN. | ? 


ACCOUN FW; 
| : 0-7 THE; - 
- LIFE, TRIAL ad ROBBERIES 


o F 2 4 
WILLIAM HAWKE, 


Aer L LIAN HAWKE, who has 
wade ſo conſpicious a figure in the; < 

W annals of villainy, was born at Ux«- 
bridge, in 1780, His parents were 
honeſt and induſtrious people, and 3s 
in good repute among their neighbourhood. He 3 
was by trade a jeweller, though he did not ſerve © © 
any regular apprenticeſhip to that or any. other SE . 
buſineſs. | oof 
When he was about baden years of age he came 

to London, and for ſome time applied himſelf to 
his buſineſs as a jeweller, but growing weary of 

confinement took a lodging in Leather-lane, Hol- 
born, and in that neighbourhood unluckily fell, inn 
10 company with James Field, Edward Milſonm : 
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| Hawke and Filed, however, did not al 


1 71 


5 * Daniel MDonald, and from that time way * 
dated the commencement of his miſchievous adven- 
tures on the road; for theſe men perceiving he was 


of a bold and enterpriſin diſpoſition, and perfectly 
qualified to thare in the deſperate hazards they ran, 


invited him to join them in their future exploits ; 


and he made no ſcruple to embrace their propoſal, 


and foon diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his reſolute and 
intrepid behaviour in the moſt dangerous attacks, 


Theis men committed many robberies in the en- 


virons of London, and conſtantly made an equal 
partition of their ſpoils, without conſidering what 
particular _ had nos the greateſt ſhare of” 


Plunder. III. 


About ſix cars ago, he,” with MDonald, and 
ochers their aſſociates, broke a pane of glaſs i in the * 
ſhop window of Mr. Ferris, flver-ſmith; at the 
corner of Leather-lane, in Holborn, and took away 


Bailey and acquitted ; but Hawke, who had 
the waiches, having the lighteſt pair of heels among 
them, eſcaped chat bout. 

y committed a robbery near Mother | Red 
Holloway, for which Milſom and M Don 
d were apprehended and tried at the Old Bailey: 


put no poftive evidence appearing againſt Milſom 


dence of death, and wüs ſbon after executed. 


ways &ſ- 
_ ele the rod of juſtice ; for, about five years ago, 
- they--had — of tranſportation - paſſed upon 


© them, from which „ 6 ow in a 
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* watches, for which MDenald was tried at the Bc 


- bs was diſcharged, but his companion received ſen- J 
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place in Newgate called the Lower: Ward. A wo- 


man brought them two largs iron crows, with other 
implements, by the help of which, they had almoſt 
compleated their Jetted, but their behaviour diſca. 


vering great reaſon for ſuſpeQing their intentions, 


they were narrowly watched by the keeper's ſer- 


vants, who detected them in the moment they were 
executing their project; ſo that inſtead of gainin 
their freedom, they were loaded with the heavie 
irons that were in the priſon, and cloſely confined 
in the cells till the day they were put on board the 


tranſport ſhip.. - 


Having remained in America about a year, they 


found means to get to Ireland, where they commit- 


ted a great number of the moſt defperate highway 
robberics that had ever been heard of in that king- 
dom; but at length, the hue and cry being raiſed 

againſt them, they. determined to return to Eng. 


land, and accor conveyed the fruits of their 


to- Park-gate. 


=» % I 


. Immediately upon landing they purchaſed horſes, - | 


- iniquitous toil on board a veſſel. which brought em 


-- and equipping themſelves with piſtols hangers, &c, 


ſet forward on thefr journey to London, but had 
not proceeded more than fix miles before they over- 
took the carriage of Richard Prinnauld eſq: they 


rode round the coach four times before they order 
ed the driver to ſtop. Mr. Prinnauld let down the 


glaſs, and obſerved a piſtol at his breaſt on the right 


de, and at the ſame inſtant another piſtol was pre- 


ſented from the oppoſite ſide, and pointed exact 8 
| 175 at his eur. The · thieves continued ſilent near three 1.378 
ꝙf:; minuten. 


1 

minutes, when Mr. Prinnauld having ſomewhat re- 

covered from his fright, delivered a purſe contain- 

ing about thirteen. guineas. Hawke received the 

money, and having put it inta his waiſtcoat pocket, 

ſaid, ſir I apprehend you have a watch d the gen- 
tleman declaring he had not one about him, they 

rode off. | . 

Hlaving concerted a new plan of operation, they 
diſpoſed of their horſes and bought others; and 
dreſſing themſelves like farmers, directed their way 
towards Northampton, where they ſtaid a few days, 
and in that time having got intelligence that a capi- 
tal trader of that town was upon his return from 
London, where he had been ſelling a large quantity 
of grain, they mounted their horſes with a reſolu- 
tion to eaſe him of the precious burden they imagi- 
ned he was loaded with; and ſtopping him about 
five. miles on this ſide Dunſtable, robbed him of 

about 61. he having lodged the reſt of his caſh in 


8 


the hands of a banker. 5 | 
Hawke overtaking a gentleman on the road, and 
giving him the uſual ſalute of Deliver! the gentle- 
man declared he had not got a ſix-pence for himſelf, 
that he was a tradefman under unfortunate circum- 
ſtances, and was then flying from his creditors to 
avoid a priſon. Hawke aſked him what ſum would 
fatisfy them? and being told, he bid the perſon 
meet l mi at a certain place and time. He met him 
according to appointment, when Hawke gave the 
mau a ſum whictwas more than ſufficient to pay his 5 F 
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But tho this may be deemed an act of generoſity 4 

"in the highwayman; yet a queſtion has been ſtarted * | 

*  awhether the man could honeſtly and lawfully receive 

his gift, ſince he could not bè ignorant (from the 
man's firſt addreſs) of the means by which it was : 
gotten; and therefore ſay they, the man was equal= v5 
ly guilty with the robber; according to a long efta- _ 
bliſhed rule that, The Receiver is as, bad as the -. 
Thief. On the other hand, there is a very antient il 

proverb which ſays, you ſhould not look a gift horſe j 
in the mouth. That is, if a friend makes you a pre- 
ſent of a horſe, you ought not to examine whether 0 
he has any teeth ; but thankfully accept it for the 4 
good-will of the donor. So if I am in diſtreſs, and = 
a perſon whom 1 have realon to believe is a bad 42 
man, commiſerating my misfortune, offers me relief, i 

' ſhall I refuſe his kindneſs becauſe his charaQter is 
not very reputable ? or aſk him how he came by 
the money with which he is ſo kind as to aſſiſt me? 

I think not. However, as this is a caſe rather of 
conſcience than of law, I ſhall leave 1t to more able 
caſuiſts to determine. e 

Soon after the return of Hawke and Field, they 
were joined by Edward Millom, and theſe three 

were conſidered as the moſt bold and deſperate "A 

gang of highwaymen that had ever been in Eg. 

land. They ſeemed to have no fear of being ap- - 
prehended, frequently robbing travellers in open 

a ay, and in the moſt populous roads about Lon- 

don. 7 G 
5 On Sunday the 25th. of july, they robbed: Mr. 
# Stuart pear Kenſington,” of about ten pounds and a 


— 
Py * 


= 
= 
» Þ . 
* 
= 
he - 
_ 2 * 
* = 
CS * 


| 2 is | | [ 8 1 
: watch. A ſew days after, Hawke left bis 
nions at Brentford, and riding towards Hounſlow, . 
met the chariot of Mr. Chriſt'c the auttioneer, of 
Pall-mall, within two hundred yards of that town, 
and ordered the driver to ſtop. He then came to 
the ſide of the carriage where Mr. Chriſtie ſat, and 
robbed him and his lady of a confiderable ſum of 
money and their watches, with which he rode off 
with great deliberation and ſeeming unconcern. _ 
Mr. Chriſtie perceiving him to ride very leiſurely, a4 
Had determined to purſue and endeavour to take 0 
Him ; but upon hearing this reſolution, his lady, who 
had been exceſſively intimidated by the villam's 
threats, fainted away, which obliged the gentleman 
to put up quietly with his loſs. 
Mr. Fox, oilman in Fleet-ſtreet, was robbed of 
ſome money, and when the above men were exa» ® 
mined before Sir John Fielding, Mr. Fox's fervant 
Twore to their perſons. 
On che 27th. of July, Hawke and Field Kopp 
the Glouceſter ſtage near Hlington, and robbed Mr. 
© Croucher of about fourteen pounds in caſh and a 
gold watch, the gold watch was und! in Hawke's 
- houſe on Barnes- common. 

On the giſt of July laſt; as Mr. Gill was mu 
4ing over Wimbledon common, he was'robbed, and 
-foon after 'within view of Vauxhall turnpike, his 

coach was ſtopped” again by Field; white. Miſem , 
-and Hawke waited at a kae diſtance. Field « 

ing up to the ſide of the coach pointed bis Sabel. 
und demanded his money. Mr. Gili ſaid his caſh.” 
dad been juſt cakvn from him, but woukb give hit „ 
2 
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a draft on the caſhiers of the bank for 141. 1 4s. which 
F ield having read returned it, and then demanded 
his watch. Mr. Gill, thinking to detain him 'till 
. ſomebody ſhould come up, entered into diſcourſe 
with him, which Field perceiving, [wore he would 
fire, unleſs he immediately complied; upon which 
Mr. Gill. gave it him, and Field joining his com- 
panions, they rode off together. 

A ſhort time after the above, the carriage of Mrs. 
Howard was ſtopped by three men, who robbed the 
lady of a valuable gold watch, which was afterwards 
found in Hawke's houſe ,on Barnes|Common, where 
another gold watch was found belonging to Mrs. 
: Ferguſon, who was robbed the fame evening. 

On the 2d. of Augult laſt, Mr. Mount and his 
* ſon, being in their carriage near Kenſington tur apike 
were met by three highwaymen, who robbed them 
of their money and their watches; but not content 
with the booty they had got, and imagining the gen- 
tlemen had ſtill, re valuable effects IS 
they followed the carriage, and ſtopt it a ſecond time 
and ſearching them, took from one of them à pair 
of gold ſtuds, which, on dividing the prize, became 
Field's, who made a preſent of them to his wife. 
ITbe next day theſe three heroes of the road were 
apprehended by a party of Sir John Fielding's men, 
who conveyed them to the office in Bow-ſtreet, from 
whence immediate notice was diſpatched to the ſo- 
veral perſons who had lodged informations againſt 
them, to attend their examination, mug was ap- 
S ants og _ Os Wa (249. N 
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In the mean time, Field's wife was ſecured, and 
when ſhe was brought to Bow - Street, with the reſt 
of the priſoners, one of the gold ſtuds taken from 
young Mr. Mount, and afterwards found in her poſ- 


ſeſſion, was produced and ſwore to. Mrs. Field, 
with a view to prevent the fact being proved upon 


her huſband? declared that ſhe received the ſtuds | 


from a relation, If her conduQ-was generous, his 
was ſtill more ſo: for he inſtantly ſaid, that he 
would confeſs where many valuable effects had been 


depoſited on condition that his wife might be diſ- 


charged. This propoſal was readily accepted, and 

the juſtices ordered about fourteen pounds, which 
had been found in her poſſeſſion, to be immediate» 
ly returned. Hawke was recommitted to Tothill 
Fields Bridewell. and the other two to New Priſon, 
in order for further examination, the following 
_ Wedneſday, but before the arrival of that period 


Milſom and Field, by means of ſaws and other im- 


vlements, freed themſelves from their irons, and 
very nearly effected an eſcape, when their deſign 
was diſcovered by the keepers, and happily fruſtra- 


ted. Mrs. Field was again apprehended, and char- 


ged on ſuſpicion of having conveyed the ſaws to the 
Priſoners; and they were once more put to the bar 


of the office in Bow-Street, when ſhe candidly ac- 


knowledged the fact, alledging that, in a matter on 


* 


which her huſband's life depended, if her conduct 
was not julliftable, it was at leaſt excufable. ; 
The wives of Field and Milſom, it ſeems, were 
ſiſters, and as they were in their paſſage in a coach 
to New-Priſon, Mrs. Field unlaced her ſtays, and 
under them concealed the tools, which ſhe mm | 
4 3 t 


wards gave her huſband, 
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At their examination Keeble, * who 
had formerly kept Mrs. Field, appeared on — be- 


half, and offered to be bound for her appearance 


at the Old Bailey, provided ſhe would refrain from 
viſiting her huſband ; but this condition ſhe begged 


leave to refuſe accepting, for, ſaid ſhe, he is my - 


huſband. Mr. Keeble generouſly gave up his pro- 


poſed condition, and, together with her father- in- 
law, became bound for her appearance. 


. Milſom pleaded with great earneſtneeſs for his | 
wife's diſcharge, and wept much at the thought of 


her being conſidered as a felon; he endeavoured to 
exculpate her by aſſuring the bench that Mrs. 
Field brought the tools into the Priſon by the ex- 
preſs command of her huſband ; and faid that as 
to his own caſe, he did'nt much mind i it, but begged 
ſome compaſſion might be ſhown towards an inno- 
cent woman. Mr. Lucas, who had been robbed 
by Hawke and Milſom near Uxbridge, appeared 
againſt them; and Mrs. Kidſon, Landlady of the 
Black Horſe at Fullmur, depoſed that, to -th beſt 
of her knowledge, they called and drank at her 
ouſe on the night Mr. Lucas was robbed, in com- 
= man, who was ſuppoſed , and 

afterwards appeared to be Field. Elizabeth Webb 
ſaid, the men were at her houſe, on Iver Heath on 


_ te night of Mr. Lucas's robbery. Mr. Gill, Mr. 


Stuart, Mrs. Howard, Mr. Chriſtie, Mrs Fergu- 
ſon, the two Mr. Mounts, Mrs. Webb, Mrs. 
Kidſon, Mr. Fox, his ſervants, and many others 
were Bound o over, to proſecute, and give evidence. 


0 B 2 | The 
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The method taken, and the manner of appre- ; 


hending theſe highwaymen were as follows; They 
having ſold to Jofeph Levi a Jew, ſome gold, which 
appeared to have been watch caſes, he carried it 
to Sir John Fielding's and informed him where 
the robbers were to be found, © Mn 
Field and his wife had been married exactly a 
month on the day that he and his companions were 
taken; he was recommended to her by her own ſiſ- 
ter, Milſom's wife, as a man who would make her 
an extraordinary good huſband. The day after 
her nuptials, ſhe found her hnſhand to be a High- 
wayman, and was obliged, from the tenderneſs ſhe 
bore towards him, to ſcreen his baſe practices, and 
| endeavor to perſuade him into ſome more reputas 

ble way of obtaining a livelihood ; but all her ef- 


forts were in vain; ſo ſtrongly attached was he to 


the infamous courſe he had purſued that when ſhe 
aſſured him, her intereſt was ſufftcient to procure 
him an appointment, that would require but little 
time and attendance and produce an handſome ſa- 
lary, he declared; that he had long expected and 
did not wiſh to avoid making his exit at the gallows. 

About the middle of Auguſt laſt, Hawke deli- 
vered himſelf from Tothil- fields Bridewell by bri- 
bing one of the Turnkeys, who went away with him 
and is not yet taken. While Hawke was in con- 
finement here, he contracted an intimacy with the 
famous William Cox, and now reſolved to put a 
trick upon him, not unlike ſome'of thofe that this 


-unhappy youth had put uport others. To this erid 
about an hour befpre his eſcape, he crept ſoftly to 


Cox's 


* 


& 
- 


"4 


* 2:55 7 
Cox's bed and finding him faſt aſleep, drew his 
Breeches from under his head, and took Six Gui- 
neas out of his qocket. 
A few days after his being at large, he topped 
Mr. Byde the Banker, and robbed him of a tri- 
fling ſum of money, and a filver watch, which he 
had' borowed of his fervant, as he uſually left his 
gold one at home while he travelled. 
Soon after the above robbery, he attacked Mr. 
La-Motte, near Tyburn turnpike, and demanded 


his property; the Gentleman gave him half a gui- 


nea, ten ſhillings in ſilver and a filver watch; but 
this being a booty much inferior to his expedtation 
he ſeemed greatly diſappointed, and obliged Mr. 
La-Motte to turn all his pockets inſide out, and 
finding nothing worthy his attention, damned the 
Poſtilion, and bid him drive on. 

One evening about the middle of Auguſt laff, 
the chariot of Spence, eſq; was ſtopped by three 
ſootpads on Kennington Common, but the Coach- 

man whipping his horſes pretty ſmartly, and the 
animals being very fleet, the villains were left at 


riage was ſtopped by Hawke, who robbed Mr. 
Spence of three guineas. 


1 He ſtopped Mr. Barnſly ſoon after, and took 
from him about two guineas, and after willing 
him a good night; rode off. 

In September laſt, as Mr. Ladbroke was going 
to Long-ford, Hawke rode up to his carriage near 
that place, and preſenting a piſtol te the driver, 
 otdered bim to Bare upon which Mr, Ladbroke 


aig 


about two hundred yards diſtance, when the car- 
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ſhifted 30 guineas from his breeches to his waiſls 


coat pocket, and gave Hawke ſomething more 
than gl. with which he rode off. 


In the ſame month, he robbed Mr. Ward of a 


conſiderable ſum of money, and though Mr. Ward 
. converſed with him for the ſpace of about ten mi- 


nutes, yet he could not on his public examination; 
ſwear to the identity of his perſon. 

Towards the latter end of the ſame month be 
robbed Mr. Mackey of ſome money on the high- 
way; and about the fame time Mr. Walter was 
robbed of about 41. and though he £5. he believed 
Hawke to be the thief, he did not chule to ſwear 
poſitively againſt him, 

About ſix months ago, Hawke meeting the York 
Fly on Finchley Common, eaſed the paſſengers of 
their money, and finding a bottle of wine and a 
cold fowl in the coach he eat and drank very 
_ heartily, and during his entertainment converſed 
very freely with them, and then wiſhing them a 

good night, rode after four Quakers on horſeback, 


rom whom he took about ſeventy pounds and their 
watches. 


Hake ſtopped a e upon Barket Com- 4 
mon, in which were Mrs, Leroux and her daugh- 


ter, he robbed the old lady, but the young one 
being exceſſively intimidated, fainted away, hows 
ever, upon her recovery, ſhe called him back, and 
delivered what money ſhe had in her. pocket a- 
mounting to about 142. 

Laſt October he ſtepped the chaiſe of Theophi- 
lus Roebottom, elq; near Wandſworth, and rob- 


- bed the gentleman of about four pounds and a ſil- 
ver watch. — ml 
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In the ſame month he ſtopped a landau and four 
at Kenſington gravel pits, and going to the door of 
the vehicle, ſaw four ladies of Eaſy Virtue, with 
whom he had been long intimately acquainted. He 
demanded their money, but as they did not ſeem 
willing to comply, he told them there was no 
_ friendſhip in buſineſs, and repeating his demand 
withan affected ſternneſs, pointed a we at a par- 
ticular lady for whom he was ſuppoſed to have a 
firong attachment. This circumſtance occaſioned 
them to ſet up a cry, which if not equal in point of 
harmony, certainly ſtruck the ear asforcibly as the 
molt vociferous quaretto made in the camp of Da- 
rius, when it was entered by Alexander the great: 
In ſhort, Hawke took from them thirteen guineas 
and ſome filver, one gold and three metal watches, 
their rings, watches, ear-rings and other trappings, 
and rode away highly pleaſed with the adventure: 
but though he gave the wink to one of the dulcineas 
he judged it prudent, in order to prevent the matter 
being made too public, to viſit them the next even- 
ing at- M——s, gave them a handſome treat, and 
left them as drunk as heroines. 1 
A few months ago, he ſtopped Mr. Peaſley of 
Little Chelſea, near Kenſington gravel pits, and 
demanded his money in the uſual form; but Mr: 
Peaſley poſitively refuſing to deliver it, and Hawke 
as peremptorily inſiſting to have it, their diſpute 
could not be terminated but by arms. Hawke 
drew his piſlol, and Mr. Peaſſey drew another out of : 
the pocket of his chaiſe, and fired directly, but the 
Piſtol burſting, took off the thumb and two firſt 
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fingers of his right hand. Henke gave him his 
handkerchief, and with the utmoſt care and tender- 
neſs tied up his wound, and bid him drive with all 
.. Jpeed to a neighbouring ſurgeons, |, 
=, Near Uxbridge, a few months ago, he accoſted 
acountryman, who gave an account that he had juſt 
'before been robbed of cighteen ſhillings by two 
men: Hawke bid him mount behind him, which 
being complied with, they purſued and overtook 
the fellows, whom Hawke robbed of about 5l. out 
of which he gave the countryman his 188. and kept 
the remainder. 
Hawke at a certain time being terribly reduc'd 
in his finances, by giving a a looſe to his voluptious 
inclivations, thought i it neceſſary to recruit himſelf 
on the road. Accordingly he fallies out; and it 


was the misfortune of a poor higler, who was dri. 


vingalittle cartdoaded with his uſeful commodities, 
to be the firſt object of his attention. Hawke who 
knew that theſe people had not much money of 
their own about them, eſpecially in their going to 
market yet often carried the caſh of others to buy 
goods in town for the country people, enters into 
'a familar converſation with him. Well, friend, 
Fays he, how goes the world with you ? Hard e- 
mough maſter, replies the man, I can ſcarce get a 
livelihood as times go, But I ſuppole ſays Hawke 
you are never without money. It is but ſeldom 
anſwers the Higler, very ſimply, I have much mo- 
ney of my on; but I am ſometimes truſted with 
caſh to lay out for other people. I ſuppoſe then, 
* Hawke, pay have lame for that purpoſe in 
your 
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your pocket now? Yes, replies the unſuſpecting 
Higler, I have. Hawke having then got the in- 
formation he wanted, told him he muſt make bold 
to borrow it, and to enforce his demand ſhews 
him his piſtol. The man terrifed at this uner- 
peRed ſalute, inſtantly fell on his knees, tellin 
bim it would be his utter ruin, and he ſhould ne- 
ver be employed again. This affecting remon- 
ſtrance made ſo deep an impreſfion on the robber, 
that he only took from him two guineas, for to 
_ ſupply his preſent neceſſities, and promiſed to re- 
turn it with interefl; and accordingly ferit him five 
guineas in a few days afterwards, by the poſt, to a 
place appointed for that purpoſe. e 
Soon after his being at large he cauſed a report 
to be circulated that he was in France, in the moſt 
indigent circumſtances: And perhaps it was in a 
great meaſure owing to this manœuvre that he fo 
long eſcaped the hands of juſtice ; iar though infor- 
mations had been lodged againſt the perpetrator of 
a great variety of highway robberies, feveral months 
elapſed before any ſuſpicion fell upon Hawke. But 
as complicated villainy can ſeldom long eſcape the 
deſerved puniſhment, the unhappy, ſubſe of thefe 
pages was made amenable to juſtice, and ſentenc'd 
to undergo that puniſhment which his numerous 
2nd ſingularly attrocious crimes fo highly merited. 
On his return from France, he was aſkedhis o- 
Pinion of that country, and of the people inhabit- 
ang it, and bow he durſt venture to appear again in 
England, after he had broke out of goal, ſince he 
„knew if he was taken he would ſurely ſuffer. His 
3 C anſwer 
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4 anſwer was, that the French were a ſet of ſach 

| beggarly wretches, that there was not the leaſt proſ- 
1 pe of reaping a harveſt from a ſoil in which there 
ia grew nothing but ſtinking weeds and prickly thiftle, 
| not ever gleanings ; ſo that if he had not left the 
| country as he did, he muſt inevitably have ſtarved 
1 for want of buſinels. So he thought it better to run 
the riſk of being banged in his own country than 
to periſh for want among ſlaves and beggars. 

As he was once paſſing by a grove of trees, at a 
conſiderable diſtance from agentleman's houſe, he 
ſaw a young lady walking with a book in her hand. 

pon which imagining by her genteel appearance 
ſhe would prove a valuable prize, diſmounting, ties 
| His horſe to the gate, and went up to her, and ſoon 
_— informed her of his buſineſs. But upon a nearer 
[! view of the fair object, he took ſuch a fancy toher, 
that he told her ſhe might ſave her money on con · 
dition of granting him a certain favour. But this 
the lady abſolutely refuſed, declaring ſhe would 
ſooner part with all ſhe had in the world than her 
1 virtue. Upon which he nobly replied, If that be 
1 your reſolution, madam, whichl think is ſomething 
ti : extraordinary, your virtue ſhall protect your ma- 
| | 7 : So took his leave in a very complaiſant man- 
3 If chis ſtory be true (as I have no doubt of its 
ere it redounds more to his credit than any 
thing elle that has or can be ſaid of him. 
At another time, as he was paſſing over a com- 
mon, in purſuit of the buſineſs of his profeſſion, he 
"obſerved a young man walking ina very melancho- 


Jy man Being eurious to know the ande 
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his apparent uneaſineſs, he ſtops his horſe in order 
to have ſome talk with him; and finding his dejeQ- 
proceeded from the want of a ſmall ſum of money 
to pay a debt, whichif he could not diſcharge, would 
be the means of preventing his marrying a young 
woman to whom he was contracted. Hawke en- 
quired where he might ſend to him, and the ve- 
ry next day ſent him the ſum with a conſidera- 
ble overplus. 1 20 . 
Another time he met a perſon whoſe appear- 
ance promiſed a good booty; but upon finding he 
was a {trolling player, and that he was ſuch more 
by neceſſity than inclination, being brought up to 
no profeſſion, and had only a few ſhillings in his 
pocket, he gave him a guinea, and damn'd him for 
- a fool for taking up with ſuch a beggarly employ- 
ment, when he might ride on as good a horſe as 
Himſelf did, had he any heart in his belly, and ſo 
rode on, in ſearch of ſomething more valuable. 
Some time elapſed before any cauſe appeared to 
believe that he was comitting depredations on the 
Highway ; but at length, one information being 
lodged in the office at Bow-ſtreet, others quickly 
- poured in after it, and the deſcription of the offen- 
der perfectly correſponding. with the perſon of 
Hawke, who having ſeperated himſelf from his 
former aſſociates, and living in a very recluſe man- 
ner, was the better able to elude the ſearch of his 
purſuers. 167 | 
Mr. Smith, governor of Tothill-fields Bridewell, 
hearing that Hawke's wife had been ſeeri at Ux- 
bradge, immediately 2 out for that place, where 
f 2 he 
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he learnt:the number of the coach that Mr. Hawke 
was conveyed in. Upon his return to London, he 
found it belonged to a ſtable keeper near Hatton- 
Garden; and having proeured the aſſiſtance of Mr. 
Bond, went to the yard, and enquired for the dri- 
ver, whom they queſtioned pretty cloſely reſpecting 
Hawke's retreat, and found from the manner of 
his replies, that he fully conceived their intentions. 
It therefore became neceſſary to entice the man 
from his own neighbourhood, that he might not by 
ſome ſtratagern occahon intelligence to be convey d 
to the object of their ſearch, and by that — 
fruſtrate their whole plan, With this view they 
\ „ere upon him to accompany them to a public 
ouſe at Hockley in the Hole; and there they by 
- perſuaſion and threat'ning to exerciſe their authori- 
[ . learnt that Hawke had a lodging at No. 2. in 
4 Noe and Crown Court, Shoe-lane. They then 
_ - diſpatched a mefſenger for further aſſiſtance and 
Wi. the coachwan becoming more communicative, in- 
iy | formed them of ſeveral material circumſtances re- 
* - lating to Hawke; particularly giving a deſcription 
E ol his horſe, mentioning ſeveral times when he had 
1 been out upon the animal, which ſtood in the ſame 
1 . 2 with his coach; and faying he believed Hawke 
was at that time at home and in bed. 
2 Having got this intelligence, and the perſon they 
a ent for being arrived, they went to the Red Hure 
in Shoe: lane, where they concerted the plan for 
13 the attack; Some of them being planted at the end 
= of the Court, Bond and Smith went to the houſe 
8 - which the coachman had directed them to, and ha- 
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ving looked in the lower appartmeuts, heard the 


3 of the ſtreet door go, and found means to 
conceal themſelves on the firſt floor : Smith was 
ſtationed at the foot of the ſtairs, while Bond fol- 
lowed a woman into a front room on the ſecond 
ſtory, where ſeeing Hawke dozing in bed, he in- 
ſtantly ſprang forwards, and threw himſelf on the 
bed upon him, and although he exerted his whole 
ſtrength, with great difficulty kept him down, and 
prevented his catching hold of a horſe piſtol, which 
lay by his ſide. After a hard ſtruggle for a few 
minutes, Smith came to his aſhſtance, and ſeein 
Hawke's hand within a few inches of another piſtol 
he ſnatched it up, and thereby probably ſaved the 
life of his companion: For in the ſtruggle, the 
meet had twiſted round part of Bond's head, by 
which means, his antagoniſt ſeem'd tohave got the 
advantage in the conflict. However, by Smith's 
aſſiſtance he was at length ſubdued ; and as ſoon as 
he had breath enough to ſpeak, ſeeing his wife, 
cried out, Damn you, madam, where was you all this 
time. But the poor woman was ſo affected with her 
huſband's fate, that ſhe could not anſwer him with 
ſighs and tears. He would not give up the conteſt 
tho very unequal, ſo long as he had any ſtrength to 
maintain it, but that failing him, be was ſecured: 
Which being done, he declared that Smith-and 
Bond might think themſelves very happy in having 
_ eſcaped his vengeance; for if they had not pro- 
ceeded with that courage and prudence they did, 
he ſhould have blown them to atoms. But being 
put into a coach, and the violence of his paſſion 


being 
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being ſomewhat abated, he faid he was glad no 
miſchief had happened. to 
He was publickly examin'd, at the office in Bow- 
Street, on Wedneſday, April the 19th. when ſeve- 
ral ofthe perſons mentioned in the preceeding page; 
appeared againſt him, and were bound over to pro- 
ſecute and give evidence: To give an account of 
of the ſeveral charges exhibited againſt him would 
be a little more than what has been already ſaid, we 
ſhall therefore confine ourſelves to the circumſtan- 
ces of Hawkes attack upon Mr. Hart and Captain 
Cunningham, in the exact order as they were re- 
cited by the firſt mentioned gentleman. Captain 
Cunningham, having received orders to join his 
regiment in Ireland, ſet out for that purpole on the 
15th. of April, but Mr. Hart gave his evidence in 
ſo very explicit a manner, and adduced proofs ſo 
poſitively againſt the priſoner, that no corrobora- 
ting or circumſtantial evidence was necellary in ſup- 
port of his depoſitions: 
On March 28th. laſt towards the evening, Mr. 
Hart and Capt. Cunningham took a hackney coach. 
in order to go to Fulham; after paſſing through 
EkKnightſbridge, their converſation turned upon the 
danger of travelling, when the Captain recollected 
he was able to make uſe of defenſive weapons he 
did not remember he ever undertook a journey, 
bow ſhort ſoever, without being provided with the 
neceſſary means of ſecurity. He had ſcarce utter- 
ed theſe words, when Hawke was heard to cry a- 
loud to the coachman, Damn your eyes, flop, or Ill 
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blow your brains out! Then coming up to the coach 
window, thruſt a piſtol again ſt Mr. Hart's breaſt and 
demanded his money. Mr. Hartgave him one ſhil- 
ling and fixpence, and ſome halfpence, the ſight of 
which ſo enraged. him, that he cried out, in a vio- 
lent paſſion, Damn you, dye think 1'll accept of half- 
pence ? During this conteſt, the captain'was endea- 
vouring to conceal his pocket book, which Hawke 
erceiving, inſtantly pointed his piſtol at him, and 
wore he would lodge a brace of balls, in his head if 
he did not that moment deliver. But this intrepid 
ſon of Mars, and at the ſame time not a little inſpi- 
red with the ſpirit of Bachus, with more courage 
than prudence, bid him fire away and be damn d; 
and the word was no ſooner given than obeyed, and 
though the piitol ſeemed aimed directly at the cap- 
tain, the ball paſſed cloſe to Mr. Hart's face, grazed 
thecaptain'sſhoulder, and ſlightly wounded his arm 
Hawke hereupon diſmounted and the gentleman 
got out of the coach, and prepared to aſſault him 
upon which Hawke ſnapped another piſtol, which 
miſſing fire, his rage was kindled in every feature of 
his face, he eagerly endeavoured to load the pillol 
he had diſcharged, which they prevented by pelting 
him with ſtones, - and the captain beat him with a 
ſmall ſtick. Mr. Hart's paſſion and reſolution of 
ſecuring the villian at length ſubſided; but the cap- 
tain's fury was not ſo ſoon appeaſed, for having done 
all he could to annoy the thief, he vented his rage 
an his horſe, which he beat violently withbis ſwitch 
ſtick. Mean while Hawke ſearched the coach, but 
finding nothing, was preparing to recoverhis horſe, 
> 4 and 
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and J eing Mr. Hart ſtanding about fix yards diſ- 
tance prelenttd a piſtol at him, and threatened to 
tire if he ſtirred an inch, Upon which the coach- 
wan cried, I hope, Sir, you wont ſhoet m horſes 
No, replied Hawke, let's look at your number: 
e, aye, you are a good honeſt fellow; I ſhall 
know you,again. The Captain then joined Mr. 
Hart, and the villain mounted and rode off. 
The driver of the coach in which Mr. Hart was 
robbed would not ſwear to the priſoner, but we are 
mclinable to ſuppoſe he might very ſafely have done 
it without any wound to his Way” Fae: Rot”: 
he courſe of public juſtice is very frequently 
ſtopped for want of ſufficient evidence, which is of- 
ten in the power of coachmen, poſtillions, &c. to 
give: but an inſtance has been very ſeldom met 
withcftheſegentry proving the identity of a priſon- 
er: for when called upon as witneſles, they either 
wholly deny any knowledge of the accuſed party 
ſpeak evalively, or in ſuch a manner as rather to 
make in favour of the delinquent than the proſecu- 
tor. theſe people often urge, that were they to 
become the accuſers of free-booters on the highway 
their lives would be in continual danger, and cer- 
tainly there is ſome weight in the argument. It is 
However, to be lamented that thoſe, who beſides 
being lefs intereſted, have other circumftances to 
alford an opportunity of making particular obſer- 
vations ſhould be underthe diſagreeable pre ĩcament 
of being unjuſt from neceſſity, when probably, they 
might wiſh to bs the contrary from principle. 
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Letus no aſtend him to the Old-Bailey Ys Where 
be was atraigned and indicted May 18th. for ſtop- 
ping Thomas Croucher, on the King's highway, and 
robbing him of a metal watch, value 20s. | 

The 3 laſted but à ſhort time, and the priſon- f 
er in his'own defence only ſaid, that he would not 'l 
give the honourable court any trouble; and being | 
urged to proceed in his defence; he declined it, up- | 
on which the Recorder ſet forth the ſeveral circums | 
ſtances contained in the charge, and left it to the b 
jury to determine upon the Whole; who, upon a 

hort conſultation, brought in their verdia, Not 
guilty. He was Tetondly indifted for robbing Mr. 2 
Charles Hart, of one ſhilling, one fix-pence, and | 
two half-pence. He ſeemed greatly bear the con- 
ſequence of the laſt proſecutor 's charge, an d endea- 
voured ta defer the trial, alledging that his princis 
pal witneſs was: not in court. The. Recorder aſked 
il application had been made to the witneſs he Allu- 
ded to? and Hawke ſaid that his wife had gone, in | 
ſearth of him the prbceding day, but was, not able 1 
to find him; He Was then informed, that if he,would ' 
give the man's name and a direction 0 his houſe, 
a meſſenger ſhould be diſpatched for, bim. To this 
aſter ſome heſitation, he replied, t that. the mans 
nam̃e was Smith, that he lived in. ſtreet nea eax St, 
Giless churchfꝛand followed the. bu 15 ofa black: 
ſſmich: The. priſoner was, erderęd tg;ha.ta en from 
the bar, àud ont ol che tendants at the Seffions 
. houſe ſent aſter Smith, hut he returned in about 
ahree hours, and informed the court,; that na ſuch 
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un brought up, and his perſon ſworn to by Mr. 
gin who gave a cathy account of Kel rob- 
bery, (eorreſponling in every with our 
narrative of the priſoner's examination 'before the 
bench of juſtices in Bow-ftreet. Hawke did not 
attempt t6 controvert A ingle article of the proſe- 
eator's evidenice, which was piven in a manner fo 
extccedmaly clear, ſufficient and circumſtantial, chat 
the jury could hot, confiſtent with the duties of their 
eee, 40 Stberwiſe wan bring in their verdidy, 
9728 Dir un. 


HAWK E. DEFENCE. 


-f1 1 amn Hinibeent of this aer T leave: PS 
oy to the 1 of this honorũble court. I have 
Urs of the kind, but àm innocent 
. of branes 2 a jeweller by trade; - of am twenty. 
three years Sid; have a wife and two final chil- 
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He did not 
þrofecator's evidetice;; und che judge in fümmir 
it up very pitherieally e tired on the hen 
veß of big crimes, noe he —.— life wake 
Juſtice of his thr ane e las chat reph- 


e Which could: gi give, and therefore 

ee him 15 make 4 Ute ue of ihr tie which: 
pSrepate for his eternal ſtare. 
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tance that viſibly affected him at that moment. On 
hearing the foreman of the jury pronounce his fate, 
his foul ſeemed ſtruck with horror; and while the 
eſfuſions of his grief burſt from his eyes, in a low tre- 
mulous voice, which manifeſted a conſciouſneſs of 
his fad and forlorn condition, he endeavoured in 
token language to move the compaſhon of the 
court; in which tho! he could not ſucceed, yer all 
who heard him, ſeemed to feel the agonĩes — his 


mind in their own breaſts, and to ſympathize in his 


2 at the ſame lime that allowed the 
nee dhe puniſhment to which he was doomed. 
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HAWKE's Behaviour in Newgate, while wade 
Sentence of Death. 2 5 


 AVING, gitep an acronind of che mo remarks 
able highway robberies committed: by our be- 
ro, we ſhall now proceed to mention ſome matters 
Teſpefiing his condu8 fines? his having Wen 
kertenca. 85 

He is frequently ine in the preſ- ard Fa his 
wile, to. whom he beha es with great tenderneſs ; 
and he! often, with great carneſtnefs, exhorts her 
againſt continuing any of thoſe dangerous connee- 
tion to which he had unhappi ily introduced ber. 
Mrs: Hauke's conduct is not leſs remarkable than 
.ber-huſband's ; for any; ent may be formed 


Fm the general tenor of her bebaviour, the feels. 
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C. 2850 
In a viſit which ſome gentlemen pid him in the 
rer he told them, chat the man who had be- 
trayed him for the lucre of ten guineas, had recei- 
ved many ten guineas from him; but Who, ſaid he, 
can expect gratitude from ſuch mercenary wretches 
to perſons ih my way of life? But he frdeh forgave 
him, wiſhing, however, that he would not come to 
ſee him under his preſent unhappy circumſtances, 
for tho'he himſelf wild not hurt him, yet ha Was 
Jure his fellow priſoners would, who never fail to 
puniſh ſuch baſe practices whenever they meet With 
the perſons who are guilty of them. He; ſaicl he nq- 
ver hurt the perſons of thoſe he robbed, and ſeemed 
indeed of a very compaſſionate temper, and really 
pitied the 3 condition of his fellow priſon- 
'ers who were under ſentence of — and often 
relieyed their wants. 
When he is in the preſs- yard, he ſometimgs 
Ain convorfation with his fellow priſoners [bit 
becomes a party in their indecent! mirth 
been frequently heard to reprimand them 15 1 
way to looſe converſation, and indeed never faite 
to put a check upon their immorality when an oc- 
caſion offers. And here let us obſerve that i the 
man ho can feel for the diſtreſſei ofiariother when 
they are not greater than his · o- cannòo belwhol- 
iy deſtitute of ſonie principles allied to goodneſs tw 
But if the ſeeds of virtue were thinly [ſcattered an his 
diſpoſitiom thecrank weeds of vice flouriſhed there, 
and. multiplied; :abungantly, till they cencumbered, 
and at length deftroytd, the: 1 a noble 
flam. it 28 19¹¹ 2k 9h gew: 11 th 
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. Several! gentlemen! whom Hawke bad i 
went toviht him in Newgate, with a view to reco- 
ver effets:they had laſt, and which they. valued at a 
higher rate than they were really worth, To ſuch 
kind of queſtions he gave very ready anſwers, tho 


not much ta the ſatisfaction of the uirers whale 


properties were diſtributed thro' ſuch a variety of 
channels, that it was. next io impoſſible to trace 
e 

In October laſt, Hawke robbed a geptleman of 
bn watch; with: A coat of arms finely, engrayed; 
and'after his Tondemmnation-:a gentlemen. went tq 


himbin Newgate; and deſcribed the aforeſaid watch 


to him] and telling him if it was pawned or fold, 
he ſhould be glad to have it again, Hawke recol- 
lected the day that he committed the robbery, and 
told the gentleman it was neither pawneu or. jold, 
but leſt at a. friends houſe about-twenty-three! miles 


from London. The gentleman Went away very 


woll ſatisfied, and in a few: days Hawke ſent the 
watch tot him and generoufly refuſed accepting any 
reward or gratuity whatſoever. |». 

' Notwithſtanding the moſt perlect refignatian and 
true penitence are marked in every feature of his 
face; and evidoit in his whole deportment, there is 
a cheaiful alertneſs in him, which ſeems. to imply à a 
conſcious reformation in principle; bn toi net 

In ſhort, his whole conduct ſince his conyiction, 
has hitherto been unexceptionably proper and ſuit- 


able to his unhappy circumſtances; rand as there is 


no reaſon to N but. his = TR penitential 4 2 5 
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r will continue to his lateſt breath, there is 


to hope he will-meet with that merey at the 
tribunal above; Yes true JR are en- 


e to  expeR, i 
eee 


2 nog 


On the day of Execution, - | 


eee, g the priſoner em | t 
oyed themfelves in ſinging pſalms, a 
afts F 3 ExaQty. at — of] 
were brought ſrom the cells inta the qroſe-;yard, in 
order to take off their irans-+ Jones 1rembled as if 
his frame was diſſolving, while Hawke appeared, 18 
9 with magen, with a domi vam un: | 
L 
"Wikio eiromwere taking of, e 
of Hawke's accoſted him with-a '*How dye Billy?“ 
which the other replied 10 with chearfulnels, _ 
enquired after an old A Rana * he had 
| 83 was indiſpoſed. 15 
From Newgate to the place of exccutian, Hawke 
behaved with much calm reſignation, while Jones 
prayed and wept inceffantly.. Wben they: came 8 
| 200 of Oxford ſtreet turnpike, Hawke 
looked round, as if he rather wiede * WM 


His j * When ney at an end. 
they arrived at the place af e E 
bout twenty minutes | were ppent in devotion and 
then” they wore! tixd up. Ahbui a minus before 
they: were tied up, Hawke kicked off his ſhoes 
with great e and at the inſtant the cart ea 
ved 


1 } 
ved, he drew up his knees to his breaſt, ſo as to fall 
vith a vioulem j ich almoſt inſtantiy deprived 


him of life. 5 
There bab a hearſe in waiting, with a kandſome 
black coffin with yellow nails, on which war the fot- 


lowing inſcription : : 
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On Friday Fuly the 1ſt. his body was con 
in a hearſe and four to his wife's relations, at UX 
bridge, where all who choſe to ſee him, had free 
acceſs till his funeral, which was performed with 
much ceremony on the monday following, at den 
o'clock at night. 

The proceſſion was conducted in the following 


manner: The fingers of the church proceeded firſt; 


in a flow and folemn manner; after whom came 
che remains of this unfortunate man, which was at- 
tendec by the executioner and fifteen couple of 
mourners with an incredible number of 8 
In this order they went to the church, where 


fixth pſalm was given out and divine ſervice 


formed; after which they proceeded to the bury! ; 
ground, ſinging che ro og. plalm, where he : 
co 


1 3 ; 


bonfignedas the generab b — a 
be dunib peal hegan, arid continued ringing far half £1 


an hour; - ST rot 
- Aloft the whole i towne: was celle died imc the 


9 commiſcxating the untimely, tho! 'jult 2 
fate of this unhappy youth, whoſe cataſttophe it ts 
hoped will deter others from purſuing thoſe Reps, 
which ſooner or later, inevitab inate in de- 


ſtruction ; and ral ho noufv wil avail 


in that tr Emendous day when each one will fee his 
ovn works weigh'd in the ufierring ballance of truth, 
and will pe ſtrictly recompenſed according thereto. 
Hawke Has deſuęd that a tomb-ſtone may be 
erected to his memory, he ſubſequent N 
from a ſtone 1 in Stepney churc -yard.” 


Adieu vatn World I've had enou 3 ec, 
And nomam careleſs what thou ſays — ret 5 
=__ fy Tu ſmilas I court nut, nor thy frouns: I frar, 

ma wan eee del. From n lies er ard 
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